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“YOUR BUSINESS AS THINKERS"?*

And now, perhaps, I ought to have done. But I know. that some
spirit of firs will feel that his main question hias not been answered.

He will ask, Wlat is all this to 11y soul? You do not bid me seli m;

birthright ‘o = mess of pottaz ' what have you c2id to show thai
can reach my own spiritual ;< <ibilities through such a door as this?
How can the laborious stucy of a dry and technical systern. the

greedy watch for clients an practice of shcphcepers’ arts, the wan-
nerless conflicts over often sordid interests, make out a life? Gentle-
men, I admit at once that tlicse questions are not futile, that they
may prove unanswerable, that they have often seemed to me unan-
swerable. And yet I believe thei¢ is an answer, They are the same
questions that mcet you in any form of practical life. If a man has
the soul of.Sancho Panza, the world to him will be Sancho Pdnza’s
world; but if he has the sot /of an idealist, he will make — I do not

say find — his world ideak0f course, The is not the e -

artist ot the poe€'The law is tic calling of thinKers, But to those
who believe with me t -leastgodiike of nian's actiyjties is
the large survey of causes, that{to know is not Jess than to feei, 1 say
— and I say no longer with any doubt=that a man may live greatly
i the 14w as well as elsewhere; that there as well as elsewhere his
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thought may find its upity-im an infinite perspective; that there as
well as elsewhere he _:Tﬁfnsg.{f upon_life, may drink the
bitter cup of heroism, may Wear his heart out after the unattainable.
All that life offers any m jeh-to start his thinking or his
striving is.a fact. A if this universe is one universe, il it is so far
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thinkablc that you can i Teason [rom one part of it Lo another,
it does not matter very much what that fact is. For every fact leads
to every other by the path of the air. Only méa do.not yet sec how,

always, And your busipess as Lhinker\sj's:ggwp};_xke_ plainer the way

1%The Profession of the Law™: Condusion of a lecttive delivered 1o under-
graduates of Harvard University, on February.17, 1880, Specches (1g1s) ., 22-25.
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g2 THE MIND AND FAITH OF JUSTICE HOLMES

{fom some thing to the whole of things; to show the rational con-
jiection between your fact and (he frame of the universe. if your
subject is law, the roads are plain to anthropology, the science of
man, to political economy, the theory of legislation, ethics, and thus
by several paths to your, final yiew of life. Je-would be equaily true
of any subject. The only diﬂs_ifcag\e)is in the ease of seeing the Way.
To be maser of any Branch ~L knowledge, you must_master ¥hose
which e next 04 and thur o know anything you. must k0% all.

the languag€ oi iatellectual ambition.

eliectual, as.for physical

Perhaps 1 speak too much
I cannot but think that the scope for inte
adventure, is narrowing. 1 10k for a future in which the idecal will

be content and dignified acceptance of 1ife, rather than aspiration
 that surveys and rail-

and the passion for achievement. 1 see already
roads have set limits to our intellectual wilderness — that the lion
and the bison are disappearing [rom them, as from Africa and the

no longer boundless West. But that undcligh_t[ul_dayA_Awhich" I an-

ticipate has not yet come. Fn& human race has not changed, I im-
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e, so much between my generation and yours but that you still

agine,
have the harbaric thirst for conquest, and there is still something Jeft

10 conquer. There are fields still open for occupation in the law,
and there are roads from them that will lead you where you will.

But do not think I am pointing you'to flowery paths and beds of
roses — to a place where brilliant results attend your work, which
shall be at once easy and.new:, result is easy which is worth hav-

ing. Your education begins when what is calle your education is

" over — when you no_longer arc stringing together the pregnant

thoughts, the "jewels'ﬁve~words-long," which great men have given

their lives to cut from the raw material, but have begun yourselves

to work upon the raw material for results which you do not sce,
cannot predict, and which may be long in coming — when you take
the fact which life offers you for your appointed task. No man has
carned the right to sntellectual ambition until he has learned to lay
his coursc by a star which he has never scen — (0 dig Ly the divining
rod for springs which he may never yeach. In saying this, I point to
that which will make your study heroic. TFor I say to you in all sad-
ness of conviction, that to think great thoughts you must be heroes
as well as idealists. Only when you have worked alone — when you
have felt around you a black gulf of solitude more isolating than
that which surrounds the dying man, and in hepe and in despair
have trusted to your own unshaken will — then only will you have



achicved, Thus only can you gain the secret jsotated joy- of the

thinker, who knows that, a hundied years after he is dead and for-
gotter, men who never heard of him ‘will be moving to the measure

of his iought =~ the subiile-raprure of nostponed power which
thie world knows got Fecauce it has no exiernal trappings, but whidi
to his YOp &llc vision is more real than thatmhich conmands an
army. And if this joy chovid not be yours, still it is only thus that
you'glﬁ know that you have done what it lay in you to do -~ can say

v

thay you have lived, and be ready for the end.
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